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N a recent number of the American Journa 


In the Matter Philately I, as editor, expressed myself in op- 
of position to the publication of descriptions of 
Counterfeits dangerous counterfeits in philatelic magazine . 


As was to be expected, this view was not con- 
curred in by everyone. Several writers have 
expressed opinions to the contrary and backed their views by arguments. 
I do not propose to enter into any controversey with these gentlemen or to 
make any special effort to refute their arguments. I realize that this is not a 
question that may be settled by the presentation of evidence or demonstrated 
like a mathematical problem. It is largely a matter of opinion and it is quite 
possible that the views of my opponents may be more correct than my own, 
though, of course, I do not now think so. 

I have no intention of attempting to discuss all that has been mentioned 
in opposition to my editorial,—I merely desire to say a few words on a couple 
of points. Ina recent number of Mekeel's Stamp Collector the editor says 
“ As to counterfeits, we believe in the publication of information that will 
enable an intelligent collector to protect his interests. The publication can 
be made cheaper and faster than the counterfeiter can change the details of 
his work.” It is barely possible that we might keep pace with the forgers if 
we had warning of each of their efforts, but their products are usually put on 
the market very quietly and it is merely by accident that we become aware of 
their existence. Let us suppose that a forgery is carefully described and the 
maker corrects the defects. We again, and more minutely, describe the dif- 
ferences between it and the genuine stamp and he once more uses this infor- 
mation. Let this continue for a few times and I fear we will have assist d 
him to attain a perfection which will deceive the ablest of us. 

In the last number of the PAdlatelic Journal of Great Britain we read : 

“Can any reasonable man affirm that the forger who imitated, say the 8d 
Ceylon, is not aware of the defects of his work and that such differences 
were only brought home to him by these illustrated descriptions? Is it not 
more than likely that, although he tried his best to closely follow the original, 
he failed to copy it in every respect, not through lack of will, but by reason 
of that well known fact that it is impossible for one draughtsman to copy line 
for line another man’s work without error?’ My critic does not appreciate 
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the class of counterfeits to which I referred. We are not now confronted 
with anything such as he describes. I am not speaking of efforts to imitate 
line engraving by line engraving. The counterfeits we now have to fear are 
made by photography and the reproduction of the lines is, to all intents 
and purposes perfect. These forgeries are not offered in wholesale quantities, 
—they are offered one at a time and probably only one or two in a year. 
They represent stamps of large value (I saw one recently priced at $1,500) 
and are made with a care proportionate to the returns expected. 

When a government discovers a forgery in one of its securities it does 
not print notices in the public press, saying, ** The forger of such and such a 
bank note will kindly observe that his work differs from the official product 
in such and such a way. Please make corrections.” But this is what the ad- 
vocates of publicity would have philatelists do. 

As a collector I believe in protecting the collector, but, when clever 
rogues are plotting for large gains, I do not believe that their intended victim 
is protected by publicity. 

LN. L 


——-eot@toe—— 


There appears to be some subtle connection between stamp 


Food collecting and good living. An advanced philatelist is usually 
a bon vivant. A good trencherman possesses at least one 
and attribute a successful philatelist. When you meet a man who 


: has a fine collection you are usually safe in asking him to 
Philately. dinner. You are quite sure of good company, which of itself 
goes a long way toward making a successful meal. 

However, be these things as they may, the fact remains that philatelists 
are inclined, from time to time, to gather together and eat, drink and make 
merry. Following this tendency about a score of members of the Collectors 
Club met at Delmonico’s on the 2oth and enjoyed a pleasant evening around 
the dining table. The company was good, the dinner was good, a few of the 
stories were good and none of them could claim respectability on the score 
of age. 

Just what we had to eat does not much matter and a reprint of the menu 
would scarcely be interesting. Perusing the menu of a dinnner that has been 
eaten is nearly as unsatisfactory as winking at a girl in the dark. Like good 
philatelists we ate, drank, talked and afterwards smoked and talked some 
more. Taken by and large it was a success, what more could b= asked ? 

J. NL 
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Our English . Letter. 


By EpwaRp J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON,’ 26 January, 1902. 


Those readers of the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY who have acted 
upon my suggestion that they should secure the various printings and shade 
varieties of the Waterlow picture series of New Zealand at current rates as 
they came out will have good reason to congratulate themselves upon their 
investment. In the latest Gibbons of the London prints the 6d green is priced 
at 2sh 6d, the 8d at ash 6d, the od at 4sh, the rsh at 4sh 6d, the 2sh at 10sh 
and the ssh at 25sh. Besides these shrewd collectors will have secured the 
rarer shades such as the 5d sepia now unpriced by Gibbons and a increasingly 
difficult stamp to get and worth from rosh to 2osh for a fine mint copy. 


And now the colonial printings perf. 11 are to be superseded by a new 
perf. 14%, for which purpose a new machine has been sent out to the Colony 
from England. So far all the colonial prints of the Waterlow set have been 
uniformly perf. 11. A simpleton on hearing this news started the idea that as 
the perf. 14% is the same perf. as the London prints the new colonial 
prints will be indistinguishable from the Waterlow London prints, forgetting 
that there remain such differences as watermark, paper and shade of ink, any 
one of which will probably be amply sufficient to mark the distinction. But 
possibly the party in question wants to buy a stock of Waterlow prints from 
easily frightened flats to sell to saner collectors. A word in season will put 
my readers on their guard and warn them to stick to their London prints as 
stamps that are very much more likely to advance than recede in price. 


Niger Coast stamps were not much advanced in price, but in the market 
several values are very far from. being easily obtainable to sell at catalogue 
prices. The 1s Oil River surcharge is at last getting scarce, and the others of 
the same series and of the 1893 set will follow suit. Let any collector try and 
get nice mint copies of the 5d in its well defined and interesting shades to 
convince himself that these stamps must be well worth 4/6 of catalogue price 
The 1s black on ¢hick paper of this series will some day be counted a rarity. 
It is not too well known and may be picked up cheaply. It may be readily 
recognized by its pronounced cream tint. The ordinary paper is white. 
High prices should not be paid for varieties of perforation, for there is a gen- 
eral agreement even among specialists that the Waterlow varieties of perforation 
may be ignored. 


Another little country which I have been working up lately is Cook 
Islands. Its what the draper would call “‘a cheap line.” There are no high 
priced varieties. Nevertheless the collector who makes up his collection at 
to-day’s prices will, I believe, have no reason to regret doing so. The “ One- 
Half Penny” on 1d blue is the “dark horse.” Its value is unsettled. Its 
price ranges from 5s to 30s. Not long ago it was selling at 9d. The first 
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issue is very cheap and fairly plentiful. The first perfs of the Queen make a 
series—12x113% or 11% are not plentiful; the 1s especially is a promising 
stamp. It remained at 1s-6d and under until 1899. It was raised to 5s in 
the 19¢0 catalogue and it is left unpriced in the current Gibbons. One stamp 
I have not yet met with is the 5d Queen make, perf 11. It should exist. 
The latest news is‘that the series of current Cooks are all to be overprinted 
with a crown indicatirg that the Islards have been annexed to New Zealand 
as British territory instead of being only a protectorate. I have seen the id 
Queen make with the crown surcharge and prefer the V. R. I. method of 
indicating annexation. 





The Portuguese authorities are doing their best to screw the uttermost 
farthing out of stamp dealers for their vast accumulation of remainders. The 
sale of the first portion is to take place in February and will include Angola 
1886-7, and Cape Verde 1886, both of the same type. The face value runs 
up to about £17,0c0. Tenders are to be sent in by February 2oth, and they 
will be opened on February 21 at the sale room at the mint. The highest 
offer will then be advertised and bidders will be invited to advance on that 
price. It is to be hoped that stamp dealers will not burn their fingers over 
the business. 


The stamps of New Guinea have no sooner been put into issue than they 
are doomed to extinction as an issue. Negotiations are in progess for includ- 
ing the territory in the Australian Commonwealth. The transfer may be 
announced any day. 





We have had a couple of surcharges on Gold Coast stamps which you will 
have chronicled, and with the surcharges came the news that they were the 
forerunners of a great many more, for it was said that instead of ordering any 
fresh supplies of the exhausted low values the remaining stock of higher values 
would be used up by surcharging, with the ol ject of clearing out the whole 
stock at the earliest date to make way for the new King’s head issue. But 
the latest supplies received here do not seem to bear out this very plausible 
report. ‘They afford proof of fresh supplies of the exhausted values. 





Spain promises an interesting new issue, to wit, a series of thirteen stamps, 
each stamp bearing the portrait of one of the thirteen Alphonsos that have 
reigned over that country. But there are also promises of a revolution on the 
occasion of the coronation of the new Alphonso. Indeed the signs are not 
of the most hopeful kind for a peaceful addition to the crowned Alphonsos. 





A rumor is already afloat that our new King’s head stamps are to be re- 
placed with a better design. If the rumor proves true no one will be surprised, 
for the new stamps have not many friends. 





A stamp that has suddenly sprung into notice is the Sierra Leone, 1d on 
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61 lilac and green of 1894. Itis left unpriced in the catalogues. At a recent 
auction an unused copy fetched 44.5.0. Since then copies have been offered 
me by three different dealers at less than half the auction price. I am not 
inclined to set much store on the auction quotation in this case. I should 
add that it is the variety without hyphen that is being quoted as the rarity. 
Hyphened copies are offered at 20s. 


I have recently recommended readers of the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 
PHILATELY to go in for early Chili issues. And the increased attention that 
is being given to the separation of those early issues into London and local 
prints show which way matters are trending. In the new Gibbons just 
published the early Chilians are again re-arranged and it is an open secret 
that more than one specialist is just now paying particular attention to those 
interesting stamps. And further Mr. Bacon is preparing a paper for the 
London Philatelic Society on the Perkins Bacon prints which is certain to 
add to our knowledg: of the stamp; in question. The prices are what may 
justly be called low for such genuine old Perkins Bacon stamps. The 
Gibbons quotation for the rare sky blue shade of the local printing of the 
1oc has been dropped from 4s to 3s 6d but I doubt if really fine and undoubted 
local prints can be had at even double the price. 


rhe 5d CA of Niger Coast is left unpriced by Gibbons, and I am told it 
is hard to find. The 1os of the same series is a rapidly improving stamp. 
Dealers are paying 193 each for unused copies. 


Two other stamps that are to be secured at the earliest opportunity are 
the 5d and the ros of the current series of Trinidad. The 103 has for some 
time been counted a scarce stamp and prices have run up to £7.10.0 for mint 
copies. At auctions it fetches from £ 3.5.0 to 4 3.17.6 used or unused. The 
sd is catalogued at 4s 6d. 
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Facts and Fancies. 
By CRAWFORD CAPEN. 


It is sometimes hard to tell what are facts and what are fancies in con- 
nection with stamp collecting. We have heard a great deal lately about 
collectors becoming discouraged on account of the large numbers of stamps 
there are to collect and the difficulty of securing specimens such as they 
desire, particularly of older issues. It is said that they are frightened by the 
discouraging outlook and therefore will give up collecting. When we come 
to look at the business prospects of the immediate future, as revealed in the 
circumstances of the present, we see very little reason for saying that col- 
lectors are in any way discouraged. They gather at the auction sales in large 
numbers. They keep all the dealers busy with orders so that there is very 
little time to attend to anything except the immediate requirements of col- 
lectors. It is also true that they demand fine specimens and are determined 
to have all minor varieties, so that it is very difficult indeed to see wherein, 
or in what way, there is any discouragement on the part of the collectors. 

There has never been atime in the history of dealing in stamps, when 
prices realized for desirable specimens were better than they are now. What 
can be a better evidence of the feeling of collectors, as a whole, than strength 
in prices? Again, fine specimens are increasingly hard to get, particularly 
old issues in good condition. Whenever a large collection is purchased, such 
as the one recently acquired by this company, there is a rush to buy all that 
is most valuable, the moment that the stamps are put on sale. Collectors 
object that they do not have first chance at anything particularly fine, and do 
not hesitate to pay reasonable prices for anything they want. 

There are, at the present time, few collectors who do not have an eye to 
the increase in the value of their purchases. Collecting pure and simple for 
the love of the stamps themselves, does not seem to accord with the American 
idea. The commercial spirit is strong enough so that value and increase of 
value is, for the most part, the measure of esteem in which the collector holds 
his treasures. 

We have often noted great opportunities for collectors which they them- 
selves have spoiled. Thereis no doubt that there are many stamps which 
are put upon the market in small quantities that would become, in time, rare 
and valuable, if it were not for the fact that so large a number of them are 
purchased by speculative collectors. There are few governments that will 
not print stamps enough to supply all the demand, consequently, if a pro- 
visional issue, naturally limited in its numbers, comes out and collectors buy 
it in large quantities, the issue will be large enough to prevent the stamps 
from becoming rare at anytime. The buying of dealers is not and never 
can be sufficient to hold prices, which would naturally advance, toa low level. 
It is impossible for them to put away stock enough of any one stamp, because 
they must purchase so many different ones. When collectors hear that a 
stamp is scarce or likely to be scarce, and therefore they buy it, it may happen 
that no single collector has more than a hundred copies, but the aggregate of 
the buying is enormous, and, after the stamp has ceased to be in immediate 
demand, many of these collectors begin to sell out their speculation and thus 
it often happens that what would be a good stamp is one of the common ones. 
The dealer is only the servant of the collecter. It is impossible for him to 
do anything but buy and sell. He cannot speculate to any great extent and 
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he learns in the course of his experience to do very little in the way of pur- 
chasing for advance in value. He knows that he cannot teil what will ad- 
vance and what will not, beyond those reasonable lines along which every- 
body knows there must be a constant increase in value. If collectors gen- 
erally would confine themselves to purchasing stamps for their collections 
there would certainly be a much greater increase in value than can ever come 
while there is so strong a desire for speculation in any unusual issue. It is 
not necessary that collectors should confine themselves to single stamps. It 
is all right to buy blocks of four or blocks of any size that may be desired 
for the collection one is making. It is only when it comes to putting away 
stamps that are not desired, with the idea of gain, that collectors for the 
average, on all their purchases, will find that they lose. There aresome who 
may think that a dealer will talk in this way, because it is for his interest to 
have the speculating confined to himself. This, however, is not so, for it is 
the buying of speculative collectors selling out later, at a profit or a loss, 
which keeps the dealer supplied with stamps much better than he could sup- 
ply himself by the use of his own capital, There are many, at the present 
time, who find fault with the desire for fine specimens. It seems to them 
that collectors would do better if they were willing to take inferior specimens 
and that the business would, as a whole, be in a more healthy condition if 
this were the fact. Whether their views are correct or not matters little. 
The desire for fine specimens has come and it has come to stay. Fine speci- 
mens, particularly of old stamps, will increase constantly in value and poor 
specimens will fall to a lower and lower level. The real value ofthe very 
fine stamp is not appreciated at present. 

There is no better illustration of this than may be found by an examina- 
tion of most collections of United Statesstamps. The issues of this Repub 
lic have not been made, particularly the older ones, with any reference to 
stamp collectors. Cancellations on early stamps were frequently bad and 
centering was not attended to in the least by those who did the perforating. 
The result of this is that there are a very large number of inferior specimens 
of United States stamps on the market and comparitively very few fine spec- 
imens, whether used or unused. The desire for fine specimens continuing, 
it will be found that there are no stamps which obtain a higher place in the 
esteem of collectors than those of the United States. The vast number of 
poor specimens now keeps the prices down but when poor specimens are no 
longer desired, the good ones will certainly secure their proper place. The 
collector who is now making his United States collection all that it should be, 
is the man who has the collection which will in future; in this country at leas’, 
be most greatly admired. The same remarks apply in a lesser degree to the 
stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies. To Great Britain herself they apply 
especially but Colonial issues have usually been well pefforated and lightly 
cancelled. It is not easy to say just whether one should collect with the 
American idea of getting what will increase most in price or not, but, in a 
general way, the getting together of the British Colonial stamps required for 
a collection is sure to result in profit. 

Perhaps some of the above statements are facts, mayhap all are fancies. 
Whichever they may be collectors can possibly find food for reflection, and 
will certainly derive some profit from their own thoughts in relation to the 
subjects considered. 
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Historical Sketch of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxemburg 


AND ITS POSTAGE STAMPS. 





By Jutes Bovuvez. 





The Grand Duchy of Luxemberg, the original name of which is “ Lutzel- 
burg,”’ is the small territory of 2587 square kilometers which represents about 
one-third of the former province of the kindom of the Low Countries (or 
Netherlands) which was, after the political events of 1830, divided between 
B lgium and Holland. 

The part which remained to the King of Holland, and which keeps the 
name of Grand Duchy, contains barely 225,000 inhabitants ; it is situated to 
the east of the Belgian province of Luxemberg, between France and Germany. 
The decree of the Congress of Vienna on May 17th, 1815, declared this 
small state independent, placirg it under the sovereignty of William I, King 
of the Netherlands, and making its sovereign a member of the Germanic 
confederation, a title which he retained until the dissolution of this confede- 
racy, which took place in 1866. The following year, France having contended 
that Prussia had no longer any right to the military occupation of the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemberg, this question was submitted to the great European 
powers and, at a conference held in London from May 7th to May iith, 
1867, it was decided that the Grand Duchy of Luxemberg should be neutral- 
ized The Prussian troops withdrew in November, 1867, and from that date, 
the Grand Duchy was constituted a representative monarchy, administered 
by the Grand Duke King. 

On the death of William III, which took place in 1889, the last Duke 
of Nassau, Adolphus William Augustus Charles Frederick, undertook the 
government. 

The reorganization of the Grand Duchy of Luxemberg dates from the 
treaty of April 19th, 1839, concluded between the governments of Belgium 
and Holland, stipulating that a part of Luxemburg shou'd again come under 
the dominion of the King of the Netherlands. A convention, made on June 
27th following, regulated, beginning July 1st, 1839, the postal relations bet- 
ween Belgium and that part of the-Grand Duchy of Luxemberg ceded to 
Holland and established the basis for the taxation of correspondence. 
With a view to the public convenience and to facilitating the transmission of 
correspondence, the same bases of rates were adapted by both the contracting 
offices. 

For this convention was substituted, on April 24th, 1842, another which 
fixed the rate on letters exchanged between Luxemberg and Belgium at 20c 
for letters going to localities where there was a post office and at 4oc for other 
localities. Finally on March 15th, 1850, the rate on letters for Belgium was 
fixed at 30c for 10 grams or fraction of 10 grams and for those going to the 
Belgian province of Luxemburg at 20c. This last convention was still in 
force at the time when the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg applied the system 
of the prepayment of letters by means of postage stamps. This measure was 
obligatory in the Grand Duchy of Luxemberg, as it formed part of the Austro- 
German postal union, concluded on the 1st of January, 1852, and, by virtue 
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of articles 18 and 20 of the law governing this union, the payment of postage 
due for correspondence exchanged between the two countries forming it was 
to be made in advance by means of postage stamps. 

The issue of the first stamps of Luxemburg was announced as follows, 
on September 11th, 1852, in the Administrative Memorial of the Grand 
Duchy : 


* General Administration of Finances. 
** Notice concerning Stamps for the Prepayment of Letters. 


Luxemburg, September roth, 1852. 


* “The public is informed that, on receipt of the present notice, the 
Receivers and Distributors of the Post Offices will sell and cause to be sold 
by Letter Carriers stamps which will be available for the prepayment of letters. 

. * When it is desired to make use of this means to prepay a letter, one, 
two, or more stamps of ro centimes or of a silbergroschen, according to the 
destination or weight of the letter, will be affixed thereto on the address side. 

“When a letter for the interior shall have not been sufficiently prepaid, 
that is to say, when the stamp or stamps shall not represent the amgunt of the 
rate, the balance will have to be paid by the recipient if he accepts the letter. 
As to the letters for abroad which shall be found in the same case, they will 
be charged with the rates established by the postal conventions and if need be, 
considered as not prepaid. ; 

‘In the receiving and distributing offices, the sale of postage stamps will 
be effected during the whole time these offices are open. The letter carriers 
will sell them only on their rounds. Private persons may buy one or more 
stamps, according to their convenience. They will not have to pay anything 
beyond the normal price. 

“ Postal officials and employees will give the indications and instructions 
which shall be asked of them with regard to the manner of applying the post- 
age stamps and in general with regard to the use of these stamps. 

“Letters prepaid by this mzans will be thrown in the box without any 
other formality. 

“ The application of the postage stamps is to be made with the greatest 
care, in order that they may not become detached either in the box or in the 
mail bags. Stamps thus detached will not be of any value if the Post Office 
employees do not succeed in recognizing the letters for the prepayment of 
which these stamps shall have been intended. 

“‘ Director-General of Finances, 


‘“N. Metz.” 


As only two values were created, 10 centimes and 12% centimes (one 
silbergroschen), the Director-General caused the preceding notice to be follow- 
ed by the instructions hereafter, regulating the employment of the two postage 
stamps issued : 


“ Circular concerning the us: of Postage Stamps. 


“Luxemburg, September 6th, 1852. 
“As postage stamps are to be put in use, beginning on the 15th of this 
month, for the prepayment of letters originating in the Grand Duchy, I think 
it advisable to publish below the explanations necessary to assure their proper 
use. 
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Weight of the 


LETTERS. Single L etter. TRAVEL. ro Pay. Stamps To Use 
For the interior to grams. All the Grand Duchy. roc. Estampof roctms. 
For the States of ) 
the Austro German 1624 do. Up to to miles 12%c. 1 stamp of 12% ctms. 
Postal Union | ‘ 
do. do. do. do. Up to 20 miles. 25¢. 2 stamps of 12% ctms 
do. do. do. do. Beyond 20 miles. 37%4c. 3 Stamps of 12% ctms. 
For Belgium 10 grams. For Belgian Luxemburg. 20c 2 stamps of 10 ctms. 
do. do. do. do. For the other provinces. 30c. 3 stamps of -10 ctms. 
For France 7% grams. Up to 30 kilometers. 25¢. 2 stamps of 12% ctms. 
do. do. do, do. Beyond 30 kilometers. 4oc. 4 stamps of ro ctms. 
For the Netherlands 15 do. The whole Kingdom. oc. 4 co. do. do. do, 


“ Director General of the Interior, 
(signed) ULricu.” 


As to the order for the creation of the first two postage stamps, it was 
not published until November 30, 1852, and bears No. 841 in the “ Legisla- 
tive and Administrative Memorial.” We reproduce it here: 

“ We, William III, by the Grace of God King of the Netherlands, Prince 
of Orange Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxemburg, in agreement with the Cham- 
ber of Deputies; 

“‘ Have ordered and do order: 

“ Art. 1. _ Postage’stamps for the prepayment of letters shall be sold by 
the Postal Administration of the Grand Duchy. 

“ There shall be stamps of 10 centimes and of 12% centimes. 

“Art. 2. The postage stamps shall be assimilated, with regard to penal- 
ties to be inflicted in case of counterfeiting, to the other stamps of the State. 

“Art. 3. The time of the putting into execution of the present law 
shall be fixed by Royal Grand Ducal order. 

“ The same order will regulate the method of execution, of the law. 

“Walferdange, November 3oth, 1852.” 





The firsttwo stamps issued have the portrait of William III, King of 
the Netherlands and Grand Duke of Luxemburg. They differ only in the 
color and in the indication of the value, which is placed in each upper cor- 
ner, in figures surrounded by a flourish which branches out from the orna- 
mentation around the central oval, and is also reproduced in words below the 
madallion, which has a quadrillé background. In the upper part is the word 
“ postes.” All theinscriptions are in white letters on both stamps, which 
are rectangular, etched and printed in colors on white paper ; their dimen- 
sions are 21.5 mm. x 17.5 mm. 

The presses which served for the manufacture of these two stamps were 
furnished by Mr. Michel, mechanical engineer, of Sept Fontaine, Luxem- 
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burg, who guided himself by the model of those which were then in use in 
the stamp factory in Brussels. The engraving of the dies and the cylinders 
intended for the reproduction were entrusted to Mr. Barth Walh, an engraver 
in Luxemburg. As to the paper which was to serve for the impression, it was 
supplied by the firm of Schmidt, of Luxemburg, which delivered no less than 
14,200 sheets, 25 cm. x 54 cm., bearing as a watermark the letter W, which 
is found reproduced on the back of each stamp. 


With regard to this, we may say that, on the occasion of the printing 
various peculiarities presented themselyes which resulted, on the one hand, in 
varieties of watermarks and, on the other hand, in a complete absence of the 
watermark on the back of certain copies of one and the same sheet. Thus 
it is that several stamps have the watermark inverted ; on others there is either 
a part of the letter W or a fragment of this letter on each of the lateral sides 
of the stamp ; on others, again, the watermark has disappeared. All these 
varieties were produced through a change in the placing of the sheets in the 
press. Sheets placed inversely have the watermark produced reversed ; those 
of which one of the edges was applied to the press in such a way as to reduce 
more or Jess the normal margin of the sheet, which should, to be regular, be 
21 mm. wide and 24.5 mm. high, produced the varieties which we have indi- 
cated in the irregular situation of the watermark. 

As it happened sometimes that the last vertical row of stamps of a sheet 
was printed at 3% mm., from the edge, it follows that the sheets printed in 
this way produced in a vertical direction 20 stamps without watermark. When 
the same irregularity was committed with regard to the first horizontal row, 
ten stamps on the same sheet came out of the press without watermark. 
These stamps without watermark are very rare, and it is wrong to consider 
them as essays, which has been done until now. 

During the whole duration of the ‘issue, that is to say, from September 
roth, 1852, to September 25th, 1858, the 1o centime stamp appeared in 
three shades : the first, intense black ; the second, a dark black gray ; and 
the third, a pale black gray ; there were also various kinds of paper used. 

Below will be found the quantities and varieties issued of this stamp with 
indication of the printing dates : 


DATE OF PRINTIFG. NuMBE! CoLor. PAPER 
Sept. 10, 1852 120,000 Black white 
Feb. 15, 1853 55,000 -" yellowish 
June 5, 1853 160,000 . 
Dec, 5. 1854 85,000 - 

Feb. 25, 1855 70,000 dark black gray 

June 12, 1855 132,000 6 " " grayish 
Oct. 15, 1855 145.000 es ee laid 
March 10, 1856 120,000 5 - <- yellowish 
Nov. 5, 1856 175,000 pale black gray grayish 
Dec. 15, 1856 260,000 e ” ” 

Dec. 25, 1857 400,000 


Sept. 25, 1858 400,000 “s te “ “ 














The Stamps of the Danish West Indies. 


Translated from Danske Postfrimaerker. 





By WILLIAM KNUDSON. 


According to a royal decree, dated July to, 1855, it was decided to issue 
postage stamps for the Danish West Indies.: This decree was similar to 
the one in effect in Denmark and resolved, that the Danish West Indies 
should have a uniform postage of 4 cents forsingle letters if paid in cash, 
and 3 cents if stamps were used. It was also resolved that a discount of 
8 1-3 per cents hould be allowed for stamps bought by the entire sheet of one 
hundred. 


In order to comply with the above decree the Colonial Directors sent a 
request to the Postmaster General in Denmark for postage stamps. The re- 
quest was granted and a 3 cent stamp was issued November 1855, the design 
being similar to the then current Danish 4 skillings stamp. 





By a new decree, dated August 30, 1861, it was further resolved that 
the discount should be allowed on a purchase not less than twenty single 
stamps if bought at one time. 

From the beginning the stamp was good for local postage on the Islands 
and for postage between the Danish West Indies and Denmark only. 

This 3 cent stamp was the only stamp issued up to January, 1872, and the 
entire issue consisted of 5000 sheets. 

With a new law, passed in Denmark January 7, 1871, it was resolved that 
postage stamps should be issued of different values for which there might be 
demand. According to this law, the Governor of the Duinish West Indies 
requested, in August, 1872, that a new 4 cent stamp be issued at once as there 
was a demand for this value. The request was granted and the 4 cent stamp 
was printed in blue after the same design as the 3 cent stamp ; but the stamp 
was not finished before 1873, because, during 1872, the engraver and printer 
was very busy with the new stamps of Iceland. 


The use of the 4 cent stamp was only of a short duration, the cause be- 
ing that the manufacture of the Danish West Indies stamps was difficult 
because of their square shape and difference in size from the then current 
Danish stamps, the most troublesome thing being the manufacture of the 
watermarked paper ; there was also difficulty with the perforating machine. 

At the request the Postmaster General it was resolved, in May, 1873, 
to change the design of the Danish West Indies stamps and make them 
uniform with the then current Danish two-colored stamps 
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In September 1873 new 1 cent and 14 cent stamps were issued and, at 
the same time, the design of the 3 and 4 cents stamps was changed, and the 
remair ders of the old 3 and 4 cent stamps were destroyed. 

The different rates for foreign letters caused the issue of several new 
values, the 7 cents in 1874, the 5 and 10 cents in 1876, the 12 cents in 1877 
and the 50 cents in 1879. The 12 cents stamp was issued for foreign letters 
after the Danish West Indies joined the Postal Union in 1877. At the 
same time the 14 cents value was withdrawn and the entire stock on hand, 
consisting of go1.58 sheets, was destroyed. 

In 1899, at a special rcquest from the Postal Union in Bern, the 1 and 5 
cent values were changed, in order to comply with the regulations, at the 
same time the design for these two values was altered to make them uniform 
with the current Danish stamps. 

The total amount of stamps issucd for the Danish West Indies up to 
1900 was 77,710 sheets of stamps, 253,200 envelopes and 120,000 cards. 
The Danish West Indies stamps have never been reprinted. 


Total amount of stamps issucd up to December, 1900 : 


3 cents carmine Nov. 1855 to Jan. 1872 5,000 sheets 
a nis perf, Jan. 1872 to Sept. 1873 2,500 “ 
4 “ blue 2 Jan. 1873 to Sept. 1873 2,500 1“ 
1 “ new design Since Sept. 1873 10,000) 
3 “ “ “ a) “ iii 14,000 ‘é 
4 ‘é “<é “ «é “ “ 3,500 ‘ 
tara - Sept. 1873 to Sept. 1877 1000 )6—l “* 
| pga aay Since June 1874 3,500 ™ 
” Sh gm ~ ** Sept. 1876 11,000 6 ** 
10 “ “ “ “ “ “ 14,000 s 
12 “ “ “ 6 “ “ 3,010 


50 ** July 1879 1,500 
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Labels of the National. Letter--Return 


Association. 








By Joun N. Lurr, 
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I do not think that any claim has ever been put forth that these labels 
are postage stamps and I have no intention of making such an assertion now ; 
but the fact that they were affixed to letters in the same manner as postage 
stamps, that they performed certain functions in regard to letters in transit 
through the mails, and that they received certain official recognition, lends to 
them a degree of interest in the eyes of philatelists. My friend, Mr. H. G. 
Mandel, to whose efforts we owe many items of valuable philatelic information, 
recently gave me an account of these stamps, which it seems to me, might be 
of interest to the readers of the A. J. P. The account, which is copied from 
the records of the Third Assistant Postmaster-General at Washington, is as 
follows : 


“Some time during the year 1885, a private stamp of rather peculiar 
design and character was introduced inte public use, first in Chicago and 
subsequently into other large cities of the United States, by the National 
Letter-Return Association—the object of the stamp being to secure the return, 
in case of non-delivery, of any letter to which it should be attached, not, 
however, to the sender, but to the Association for him. *As the use of these 
stamps received the sanction of the First Assistant Postmaster General, of the 
Attorney General for the Post Office Department, of the Assistant Postmaster 
at Chicago, and of the Executive Committee of the National Postmaster's 
Association, and as they were for some time actually kept on hand and sold 
at the post office at Chicago and other post offices, they received a sort of 
official recognition which seems to give them a legitimate place in postal 
history. 

“Two forms of these stamps were issued, one being slightly larger than 
the other, and the engraving being somewhat different. 

“ The shape of the larger stamp was oblong—the dimensions of the en- 
graving being five-eights of an inch in width, by one inch-and-an-eighth in 
length. The color was a slatish blue. The perforations were 17 to the inch. 
The lettering was—running crosswise—as follows, displayed mostly in straight 
and curved tablets: ‘If not delivered in 6 days, return to National Letter 
Return Association, Chicago, Ill., U. S. A.’ Besides this each stamp bore at 
the bottom the words ‘Trade Mark,’ and about the center a number, cor- 
responding with the number borne by the purchaser on the books of the 
Association. 















Ent ing ea A aA 










45 


‘* The other stamp was also oblong, smaller in size, wording the same, 
but radically different in the style of letters and in their collocation. The 
words ‘ Trade Mark’ were at the top instead of at the bottom. 

“ Subjoined hereto are specimens of the two stamps. 

“The stamps were sold in books of 120 and 600, the prices being 30 
eents and one dollar respectively. 

“ Following is the substance of the correspondence and papers showing 
the official approval given to the stamp : 

“On July 28, 1885, Hon. A. E. Stevenson, First Assistant Postmaster 
General, wrote to Earl B. Smith, Attorney-at-Law, Chicago, stating that the 
Department would recognize the stamp as valid for securing the return of 
any letter to which it might be attached. 

“On October 1, 1885, Hon. Edwin E. Bryant, Assistant Attorney Gene- 
ral for the Post Office department, wrote to the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General (who endeavored to have the stamp suppressed) as follows : 

“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, 
of date September 28th, relative to the scheme of the agency or company at 
Chicago, Ill., known as the National Letter Return Association. 

The object of the company, as appears from its circulars, is to sell a 
stamp to be affixed to the letters, and containing a return request. Instead 
of being a return to the writer, it is a request to return to the National Letter 
Return Office, in Chicago, and that company having the address of the writer, 
undertakes to remail the letter to him at his address wherever he may be. 

As I understand the scheme or plan of the company, it will, on the 
receipt of a letter thus returned at its office, remail the letter to the sender, 
itself paying the postage. * * * 

I therefore think it lawful for the letter to be returned according to 
such request. * * * 

I see no objection to the plan. * * * 

As at present advised, I see no reason why the Department should 
suppress this plan, until it can itself afford the public a better one.’ 


“On the 15th of September, 1885, the Assistant Postmaster at Chicago, 
wrote to the National Letter Return Association as follow : 


“* Chicago Post Office, September, 15, 1885. 
J E. Woodhead, 
Manager, National Letter Return Assoc’n. 
Dear Sir: 

The plan commends itself by its simplicity, and will prove of value both 
to the public and to the P. O. Department. I heartily approve it, and hope 
it will meet the success it deserves. 

Very Respectfully, 
C. S. Squrres, Ass’t P. M.” 


* At a meeting of the National Committee of the Postmasters convention, 
held in Chicago, February 15, 16 and 17, 1886, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted : 

“*ResoLveD—That the Executive Committee of the National Post- 
master’s Association recommend and endorse the return stamp of the National 
Letter Return Association as a practical and useful invention, and cordially 
commend it to the Postmasters and the public.’ 


“On the 31st of December, 1887, the postmaster at Chicago, in answer 
to an inquiry made by the Post Office Department, made the following report : 
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“ “Tt seems that the manager of the National Letter Return Association 
some two years ago, left some of the stamps of that Association, with Mr. 
€quiers (Assistant Postmaster), who received the same as an accomodation to 
the public; that he sold such stamps as were left with him to Mr. Kinsley (who 
does a very large business, and whose place of business is just across the street 
from the post office ), and to various clubs in the immediate vicinity of this 
office.’ 

“In a circlar issued by the Association, the following announcement is 
made : 


* ‘For the convenience of the public these stamps are for sale at 
CHICAGO YOST OFFICE, 


By C. S. Squires, Ass't P. M., Room C. 


and by postmasters and leading stationers throughout the country. 
If your postmaster or stationer does not have them send $1. direct to the 
Manager who will send you a book of stamps by return mail.’ ” 


Seeking further information about these labels, I applied to Messrs. H 
E. Deats and P. M. Wolsi: ffer for assistance. I knew the former had at one 
time used the labels and Mr. Wolsieffer, being a resident of Chicago and a 
stamp dealer, might be in touch with the matter. Neither of them was able 
to give me much information in addition to that supplied by the official 
record, but both had used the labels and could testify that they fulfil d the 
purpose for which they were designed. 

I also wrote to Mr. J. E. Woodhead, of Chicago, the originator and man- 
ager «f the association, but all that I learned from him was that, after giving 
the labels a ten years’ tria), they concluded that the public did not want them 
and discontinued their sale. Mr. Woodhead also wrote me that he could not 
understand why the labels were not a success. It occurs to me that a very 
plausible explanation is to be found in the custom of printing on envelopes 
used for business purposes a request to return the letter to a given address, if 
not delivered. The label probably cost more than the printed address, it re- 
quired time to affix it to the letter and it did not secure the direct return to 
the writer. These reasons would doubtless be sufficient to influence business 
men, who would naturally be the largest patrons of the association. 

I have seen four varieties of the labels, two of which are illustrated at 
the head of this article and therefore do not need further description. The 
larger stamp is rouletted with seven cuts to the two centimeters and the smaller 
is perforated 12}4. Both were arranged in sheets of twelve, four horizontal 
rows of three. Mr. Wo'sieffer has shown me one of the books of 600, which 
contained the smaller size labels. I have seen only single sheets of the larger 
ones. I cannot say if both verieties were arranged in the two sizes of books 
or if the smaller labels were used for the book of 600 and the larger ones 
for books of 120. The book Mr. Wolsieffer showed me was neat and com- 
pact and contained, on the inside covers, directions regarding the use of the 
stamps and rules governing the return of letters to the patrons. 

The other two stamps did not come to hand in time to be illustrated. 
They are of the same sizes as the two which are shown and the arrangement 
of the inscriptions is very similar, though the style of the letters often differs. 
They disagree, however, in many minor details. On the large stamp, for 
instance, the figure “6” is much smaller, the serial number is on a quadrillé 
background, the ornaments at the corners are of quite another shape, and 
the words “ TRADE” and “ MARK” are separated by a group of five dots. 
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On the smaller stamp the words “If not delivered in 6 days” and “vu. s. a.” 
are in colored, instead of white, letters and the time specified is 10 days. 
Most of the background is ruled with fine vertical as well as horizontal lines 
and there is a large Maltese cross at the middle of the top and bottom bor- 
ders. The larger stamp is printed in a dark blue-gray and the smaller in 
blue-black; both are perforated 124%. Having seen only single copies, I can- 
not give any information as to the size of the sheets and the arrangement in 
books. The two stamps which we illustrate are printed in black, All four 
varieties are made by lithography. 
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_ Uwnitep Srates.—Mr. C. H. Eagle informs us that he has just purchased 
a,vertical pair of the 5c orange Proprietary revenue stamp of the 1898 issue, 
without the horizontal rouletting between the stamps. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.—We illustrate the Official stamp chronicled by 
us last month: 
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AusTRIA.—Mr. J. C. Morgenthau has shown us a vertical pair of the 


skr rose of the issue of 1890, perforated all around but without perforation 
between. 
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Brazit.—lIn our number for November we announced that we had found 
in our stock the current sor rose, perforated 9, The Monthly Journal now 
desires to know if we meant the sor green or the roor rose. 

We must confess that we meant neither. Our note was written from a 
memorandum and somewhat hastily, and the stamp in question should have 
been described as the sor dark blue and blue of the 1894-97 series. 
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CryLon.—The Monthly Journal reports a copy of the 2c on 4c rose of 
the 1890-92 issue (No. 142 in our catalogue), with double surcharge. 


Se UE ae eS 


CoLoMBIAN RepusLic.—Mr. J. A. Klemann has shown us a photograph 
of a new setting of the 10 centavos provisional issue of Rio Hacha. The 
setting is in four rows of four stamps and differs in many minor details from 
the earlier setting. In the first setting there was one stamp with a different 
style of border from the others, which was called type II by collectors. There 
are four stamps of this variety in the second setting. Mr. Klemann informs 
us that this setting was used for both 5 and roc stamps, the former being 


printed on white and yellow paper and the latter on white and two shades of 
green paper. 
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CreTE.—We have received the 25c blue, with the word “ Prosorinon”, 
surcharged in larger type than before. The old surcharge measured 15 %x 
13% mm. and the new variety measures 17%x3 mm. The new surcharge is 
much less distinctly printed than the old one. We illustrate the new sur- 
charge: 
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Danisu West Inpigs —It is reported that four unpaid letter stamps 
have been prepared for these islands, but we understand that they have not 
yet been issued. They are the values of 1, 4, 6 and 1o cents. 
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DoMINICAN REpuBLIC.—We are informed that the lithographic stones 
from which the official stamps of the new Jubilee issue were printed have been 
destroyed in the presence of the Dominican Consul and a certificate to that 
effect given to the Hamilton Bank Note Co. The plates for the regular post- 
age stamps of the same issue have been forwarded to San Domingo with the 
expectation that they will be destroyed there. 

Among a lot of stamps of this new issue which we have received, we find 
the one centavo with the portrait inverted. 

A correspondent furnishes us the following information as to the men 
whose portraits appear on the new issue : 

Sanchez was the man who fired the first shot in the rebellion of 1844, 
compelling his friends to follow him by this bold act. 

Duarte was the man who gave the first cry against the Haytian mon- 
archy in 1844. 

Mella was the founder of the society of La Trinitaria, a political club, 
which had for its object the overthrow of the Haytian government in 1844. 
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FERNANDO Po.—We copy the following from the Monthly Circular : 

“We read in Cadiz Postal that the whole set of the present issue has 
been surcharged, horizontally or diagonally, with the word ‘Bata’, for use 
in the Muni River Settlements. Underneath, or across, this surcharge is a 
manuscript surcharge, consisting of ‘26 de Julio’ (the date on which the 
territories were taken over), a rubrica or flourish (on some values) and the 
word ‘piEz’ (the name of the first Lieutenant-Governor of the new colony. 
From this description we are inclined to regard them as curiosities only. 
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GoLp Coast.—We reproduce the following from the Monthly Journal : 
“We have been shown a pane of sixty of the ‘one penny’ on 6d., which we 
chronicled in November. The surcharge was apparently set up in five 
horizontal rows of six, and on the pane shown us the word ‘one’ failed to 
print on the stamps in the fourth and ninth rows. Traces of the missing 
word can be seen on some of these stamps, but others have only ‘ penny * and 
the bar below it.” 
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Greece.—The Mitteldeutsche Philatelisien Zeitung reports a new series 
of unpaid letter stamps for this country of the values of 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 40, 60 

















50 


70, 80, 90, 100 and 200 lepta. Further description of the stamps is lacking, 
and it does not appear certain whether they have yet been issued or not. 

Several values of the current issue have appeared on much thinner paper 
than that hitherto used. They are also in slightly different shades. So far 
the 1, 10, 20 and 25 lepta have been seen. 
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GUATEMALA.—In the January number of the JouRNAL we call attention 
to a copy of the current 1oc stamp surcharged “ Via—Puerto Barrios’’. The 
Revue Philatelique Belge has seen the same stamp with a companion surcharge 
“Via—Panama”, in two lines. We have not heard any explanation of the 
meaning of these two surcharges. 


. 3.9) 


Honpuras.—Mr. B. S. Williams has shown us a horizontal pair of the 
ac of the 1898 issue without perforations between. 
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LIBERIA.—We find in several of our European contemporaries the 
chronicle of a 1c official stamp surcharged in black, with the word “orDINARY”’, 
and apparently used to pay regular postage. As there seems some uncer- 
tainty about this surcharge, we chronicle it with due reservation. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND.—We have seen an imperforate pair of the 3c orange 
of the current issue. 
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Oxsock.—To those who are familiar with Major Evan’s amusing de- 
scriptions, we scarcely think it will be necessary to say that the following 
extract is reprinted from the Monthly Journal. 

** The last time we alluded to this flourishing Colony we noted the fact 
that the stamps, which were no longer required there, were being used up at 
Djibouti. We now find that, like the Djiboutiful labels themselves (as noted 
in November), the Obocks have been found too large to lick all at once in so 
dry a climate, and they are accordingly used a bit atatime. We have be- 
fore us a wrapper bearing half of the 25c., black and blue, which franked 
acopy of the ‘Journal Franco-Ethiopian Djibouti’ to the office of Zhe 
Daily Express London. 
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ORANGE RiveR CoLony.—We reprint the following from the London 
Philatelist : 

“ A correspondent of Messrs. Bright & Son writes to say that he has seen 
a proof sent out for approval of a new 234d. stamp. 

“It bears the King’s Head in a very small oval, value at top 2%4d., and 
a picture below of a springbok and a wildebeest, with typical veldt scenery in 
the background. 

“ The whole is in blue, quite neat, though full of inaccuracies of drawing. 
It will probably not be issued for some time.” 
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Persia.—The Monthly Journal has received a pair of the 5s on 8s of 
the 1897 issue with inverted surcharge. 
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Ruopesia.—The Monthly Journal has been shown by a correspondent 
a horizontal pair of the 4p of the 1897 issue, perforated all around, but with- 
out perforations between the stamps. 
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SARAWAK.—The London Philatelist has been shown, by Mr. George 
Carion of Paris, a pair of the 1889-91 5c on 12¢ with double surcharge. 
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S1am.—Mr. J. C. Morgenthau has shown us an interesting oddity in the 
provisional issues of 1889, 1 att on 3 atts green and blue. The variety consists 
of a second surcharge of a large figure “ 2” applied over the figure ‘‘1 ” 
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TRANSVAAL.—The Australian Philatelist has received from Lieut. F. W. 
S. Cox, of the Mew South Wales Bushmen, the following letter in regard to 
the stamps of Wolmaransstad : 

“In Stanley Gibbons’ catalogue for 1902, I note that under the heading 
of ‘ Wolmaransstad ’ only two values are chronicled of the ‘cancelled V. R. I.’ 
type. Now there were nine different labels so surcharged, all of which I 
have seen, and can vouch for their genuineness, viz.: (1894-95) 2d bistre; 
(1896) Commemoratien stamp, 1d carmine; (1896-97) 1d carmine, 4d green, 
2d dark brown, 244d blue, 3d red purple, 4d sage green, 6d lilac. The sur- 
charging upon all these stamps is in violet, with the exception of the 2%d 
which is in carmine. On the Commemoration stamp the word ‘cancelled’ is 
in fancy type. The history of these stamps is as follows, and may interest 
some of my Philatelic friends in Australia: At the time of the British occupa- 
tion of Wolmaransstad (June, 1900), a storekeeper there named Leask, found 
he had #5 2s 6d worth of Z. A. R. stamps of various values on hand, and 
which were of no use for postal purposes in their original state. Mr. Leask 
therefore came to an arrangement with the British Commissioner, whereby all 
the stamps in his possession were surcharged ‘cancelled’ over ‘V. R. L.’, 
and were then issued and used for postal purposes. I have tried to find out 
how many of each value were so surcharged, but Mr. Leask (with whom I 
am personally acquainted), says he has no idea. 

“I may mention that Mr. Leask is neither a dealer or collector, in fact 
he is a perfect novice where stamps are concerned, and I therefore take it 
that these stamps were so surcharged in order to legalize their postal value.” 


> 4: 8a <= 
ZANZIBAR.—The Monthly Journal is informed that the 1d carmine of 


British East Africa, surcharged for use in Zanzibar, exists with double sur- 
charge. 
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BRITISH GUIANA.—The Deuische 
Brie{marken-Zeitung announces the 
appearance of the 6c of the 1889 issue 
in new colors 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perf. 14. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
6c gray black and ultramarine 


BRITISH NEW GUINBA.— The 
Deutsche Briefmarken Zeitung reports 
two postal cards with stamps of the 
same type as the adhesives. 

Postal cards. 


1p red on buff 
1%p blue on buff 


BULGARIA.—We have received 
the 10s of the new series of unpaid 
letter stamps and Mr. William Throne 
has shown us the sos. 

In our last number we chronicled 
asspostalcard. Mr. Witt has shown 
us the companion card of 10s and we 
find listed in the Monthly Circular 
reply cards of both values. 

Unpaid Letter stamps. 

Perforated. 

108 gray green 
50s orange 
Postal cards. 
5X58 green on cream 
ros red on green 
yoxros red on green 


OURACAO.—We have seen a new 
stamp for this colony, made by sur- 
charging the current 12%c stamp of 
Netherlands with the word “curacao” 











at bottom and the value in the upper 
corners, 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
12%c blue 


CAYMAN ISLANDS.—A _ corres- 
pondent has shown us three new 
stamps for these islands, one of which 
we illustrate herewith, The one 
shilling differs from the other stamps 
in having the value on a plain tablet, 
instead of one shaded by ruled lines. 

Adhesive stamp. 





Perforated. 

Watermarked. 
2%4p ultramarine 

6p chocolate 

1sh brown orange 





Panama.—The Zimbrophile Belge 
illustrates a new provisional return 
registration stamp, made by surcharg- 
ing the current 5 centavos with large 
letters “ a. R.” in an oval. 

Registration return receipt stamp. 


Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 

Red surcharge. 
5c blue 

DANISH WEST INDIES,.—In the 
January number of the JouRNAL we 
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described two provisionol issues for 
these islands and from Zwen'’s Weekly 
Stamp News we \earn that there are 
also two provisional postal cards. 

We illustrate type of the provisional 
adhesives chronicled in our January 
number : 





Postal cards. 
Provisional issue. 
Black surcharge. 
1 on 3c red 
IXI ON 3x3¢ red 


GAMBIA.—The Deutsche Bricf- 
marken Zeitung has seen a new 1p 
stamp for this country, of the same 
design as that we illustrate for the 
Cayman Islands. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perf. 14. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
1p Carmine 


GOLD COAST.—A new stamp, of 
the value of 2 pence with the head of 
Queen Victoria, has been added to 
the current series. It would seem 
quite probable that this will be the 
last stamp, bearing the head of the 
late Queen, to be issued. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perf. 14. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
2p lilac and carmine 


GREAT BRITAIN.—The London 
Philatelist for February, presents il- 
lustrations of three new values with 
the head of King Edward VII. These 
are the 1%p, 3p and 2sh 6p. The 


designs are very similar to those now 
current, but have the head of King 
Edward with a crown above. Our 
contemporary says that the lower 
values will be issued about the end 
of March, and the 2sh 6p stamp some 
two or three weeks later. 

From the same source we learn 
that the 44%p and #5 stamps will be 
omitted from the new series, and that 
the only change in the other values 
will be the use of the King’s head 
with the crown above. 

We also learn that Mr. A. B. Creeke, 
Jr. has shown, at a meeting of the 
Philatelic Society, the current 1p 
stamp overprinted “R. H. Official”, 
for use in the Royal households and 
has reported the existence of a variety 
of other official stamps. 

From the same journal, for January, 
we copy the following excellent list 
of new stationery bearing the King's 
head : 

“ Envelopes—¥d green on white, 
‘N’ size. Design.—Head of King 
to left, embossed on solid color, in 
oval; above the head there is an 
imperial crown and branches of bay 
and oak leaves; below, * POSTAGE 
HALF-PENNY’ in white sans-serif capi- 
tals. 

“td carmine, in ‘Court’, Com- 
mercial’, and ‘C’ sizes. Design.— 
Embossed head of King to left, on 
solid color, within oval engine-turned 
frame, inscribed ‘POSTAGE ONE PENNY’ 
in colored sans-serif capitals. The 
stamp is an upright oval, and in the 
upper part of the frame is an imperial 
crown, with bay and oak branches. 

“ Registered Envelope.—'H’ size, 
value 3d, color chocolate-brown. The 
stamp is placed at top of flap, which 
folds over on to address side of en- 
velope. The shape of the stamp is 
circular, and the instructions on en- 
velope, in blue, are found at back and 
front. Design.—Embossed head of 
King to left, on solid color, in circular 
frame. The inscription, in white sans- 
serif capitals, reads ‘REGISTRATION 




















54 


TWO PENCE’ and ‘POSTAGE ONE PENNY’. 
Between the inscriptions, in upper 
part of frame, there is a small im- 
perial crown. 

“ Letter card —1id carmine on blu- 
ish. Design.—Head of King to left, 
on solid color, in octagon frame, at 
top of which there is an imperial 
crown. Straight white labels at each 
side, inscribed ‘posTaGe’, and another 
at foot inscribed ‘ oNE PENNY’, in col- 
ored sans-serif capitals. The shape of 
the stamp is rectangular, the span- 
drels being filled in with ornamenta- 
tion. At top, bottom, and sides there 
is a projecting conventional ornament. 

Fost cards.—id carmine on buff, 
as at present in use, but with similar 
stamp to that on letter card described 
abeve. 

“t4d green, single and reply, on 
buff and on white card, as at present; 
but the stamp, which is almost identi- 
cal with that of the 1d card, has the 
inscriptions in white on color, and 
there are no projecting ornaments. 

“ Wrapper.—¥4d green on buff, 
upright oval with rounded corners. 
Head of King to left, on solid ground, 
in circle, on top of which there is an 
imperial crown. White curved labels 
above and below, inscribed respec- 
tively ‘PposTaGE’ and ‘HALF PENNY’, 
in colored Roman capitals. Design 
filled in with conventional ornamen- 
tation.” 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
1344p violet and green 
3p violet on yellow 
zsh 6p violet 
Official stamps. 
Perforated. 
Black surcharge. 
A. Stamps with Queen’s head. 
Surcharged “I. R. Official.” 
rsh green and carmine 
Surcharged “O. W. Official.” 
J4p green 
Surcharged “ Board of Education.” 
5p lilac and blue 
ish green and carmine 





B. Stamps with King's head. 
Surcharged “R. H. Official.”’ 
Ip carmine 

Surcharged “I. R. Official.” 
34p green 

Ip carmine 

2%p ultramarine 

Surcharged “ Army Official.” 
4p green 

Ip carmine 

Surcharged “ O. W. Official.” 
Vp green 

Ip Carmine 

Surcharged “ Board of Education.” 
Wp green 

Ip carmine 

2p ultramarine 

Envelopes. 
4p green 

Ip carmine 

Registration envelope. 

3p chocolate 

Wrapper. 
i%p green on buff 


Postal Cards. 
l4p green 
%p green on buff 
4px 4p green 
px Mp green on buff 
1p carmine on buff 
Letter card. 
Ip carmine on bluish 





British Offices in the Levant.—The 
current 234d stamp with the head of 
the King has been over-printed for 
use in these offices. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
40pa on 2p ultramarine 





GREEOB.—We are indebted to 
Mr. William Throne for a sight of 
several values of the new series. We 
understand that these stamps are 
intended for foreign postage and can 
only be purchased for gold, as is in- 
dicated by the letters “A” and “M" 
in the upper corners. 





Adhesive stamps. 
Perf. 14 
5L deep orange 
25L emerald green 
s0L ultramarine 
1dr scarlet 
2dr orange brown 


HONG KONG.—The 12c stamp has 
appeared on paper with Crown and 
C. A. watermark. Mr. William 
Throne has kindly shown us a copy. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perf. 14. 


Watermarked Crown and C. A. 
a2c blue 


Kishengarh._ Mr. W. T. Wilson has 
shown the Monthly Journal the one 
anna, pin perforated like the rest of 
the series. Hitherto it has only been 
known imperforate. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Pin perforate. 
ra pink 


MAURITIUS.—Mr. William Throne 
has shown us a new provisional for 
this country, made by surcharging the 
current 18c stamp with a new value 
in two lines and a bar over the 
original value. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
a2c on 18c green and ultramarine 


NETHERLANDS.—We have re- 
ceived a new unpaid letter stamp for 
this country of the same design as 
others of the current series. The 
stamps are all of type I. 

Unpaid letter stamp. 

Perforated. 

%c ultramarine and black 
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PBRSIA.—The Zimbrophile Belge 
illustrates the current 50 kran stamp 
surcharged diagonally “sk” and 
Persian characters. 


Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue. 

Black surcharge. 
5k on 50k brown 


PERU.—We have seen a new stamp 
of the value of 22c. The design is 
much the same as that of the lower 
values of the issue of 1895, but is 
without inscriptions at the sides of 
the stamp. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
22c green 


ROUMANIA.—Mr. C. Witt has 
shown us a new letter card with stamp 
of the same type as the current adhe- 
sive of the same value. 


Letter card. 
1ob red on gray 


—__— 


SARAWAKE.—We have received the 
2 cent stamp, of the type of the 1889- 
gt issue, on paper watermarked with 
a lotus flower, such as is used for 
Siam, Johore, etc. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
Watermarked Flower. 
2c gray green 


SOMALI COAST.—The London 
Philatelist is informed by Mr. George 
Carion that the following provisionals 
have been issued : 

Adhesive stamps. 


Provisional issue. 
Black surcharge. 
5c on 75c violet and orange 
1oc on ifr olive and black 
40c on 2fr gray brown and rose 
75c on 5fr blue and rose 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. —According 
to the Philatelic Record, Mr. J. W. 
Jones has discovered a 6d blue, of 
the 1887-93 type, perforated 10 and 
surcharged “O.S." in thin capitals 
in blue. 

The Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly 
is informed that several sheets of the 
5p stamps, perforated 15, were re- 
cently found in the Post Office De- 
partment and the authorities had them 
surcharged “O.S.” It was after- 
wards decided to destroy them, but 
the stamps were by an oversight put 
into use. The normal perforation for 
this stamp with the “O.S.” surcharge 
is 13. 

Official stamps. 


Watermarked Crown and §, A. 
Perforated 10. 
Blue surcharge. 
6p blue 
Perforated 15. 
Black surcharge. 
5p brown purple 


TASMANIA.—Messrs. Smyth & 
Nicolle have kinkly sent us a sample 
of the 2 pence of the pictorial issue 
On paper watermarked “V” and 
Crown. They inform us that the 
stamp was printed in Melbourne, 
Victoria, that a companion 1 penny 





has been printed there, and that the 
other values of the set are to follow. 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
Watermarked V and Crown. 
Ip carmine 
2p violet 


TRINIDAD.—It has been reported 
that the whole series of stamps in new 
colors has been sent out to this colony, 
but the London Philatelist says that 
Messrs. Bright & Son are confident 
that only the three values in new 
colors, which we chronicled in Novem- 
ber, have as yet gone out. The new 
Ip was put in issue about the middle 
of December. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perf. 14. 

Watermarked Crown and_C. A. 
1p black on red 


TUNIS.—We have seen two new 
postage stamps and an unpaid letter 
stamp for this country. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 
35c brown 

2fr violet 

Unpaid Letter stamp. 

ifr yellow green 


on 
9 








Changes in Catalogue Prices. 


AZORES. 
NEW. 
5r 4 
ror 6 
25r 10 
50r 18 
75° 25 
100r 30 
150r 50 


| CAT. NO, 


USED, | 


BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 


4 1898 3p 12 
GREECE, 
19b 1863-71 401 
25a (new number) 1872-76 
201 blue 
27 1872-76 401 1.00 
27a ss 40 | 2.00 
50a 1887 20] 
81 1889-92 251 bright 
blue 60 
8ic (new No.) 1889-92 
251 dull blue 2.00 
93b 1891-92 101 15 
I15a 1900 
1z1a “ sdron4ol_ 5.00 
122a “ 20l1o0n 25!) 
indigo 50 
rz2b 0 “)=—s 201 on 251 
ultram. 50 
123b 6“)=— 30 1 on 401 
broad “o” 25 
131a “ sdron 4ol 
No. 28 perf. 5.00 
138 “ 25 on 40l 
“A.M.” ~ 35 
142a “ slontidr 
Double sur. 5.00 
147. “ so0lon2slon 
401 2.50 
148 r901 11 
—_—. = 21 
aaa 
ie 
—. - oa 
153 “ 201 
ae So 


10.00 


35 


15 


NWNNN WN WD 


155 
156 
157 
158 


81b 


42a 


21 
22 


* 


23 
24 


24a 
25a 
26a 
27a 
28a 
29a 
30a 


12 
13 
15 
19a 
1gb 


1901 301 

7. are 
sol 
% 1dr 


Hawall 


“ 


2c salmon 
HavyrTIt. 
7¢ (pair) 

HUNGARY. 
skr 

2kr 


ICELAND. 


1899 


1896 


1871 
1872 


gaonsa 
3a on 5a 
3a On 5a 
, 3a on 5a 


ITALY. 


5c 


20C 
JAPAN. 


200m 
500m 


LIBERIA, 


1c imperf. 
2c “ 


“ce 3c “ 
ce 4c “< 
6c imperf. 
8c «es 


6c * 


LUXEMBURG. 


10C 
Isg 
1859-63 4c 
- 3 
“ 12%c 
‘< 40C 
Ic 
4c 
1865-72 10c 
~ ‘768 


1852 


1865-71 


«es 


2,00 
2.00 
3-00 


3-75 


6.00 
1.25 
3.50 
1.00 


35 


or 
~l 


USED, 


ouum > 


2.50 
2.50 


6.00 


1.75 


25 
75 
2.00 
10 
1.00 
2.50 


1.25 











<AT. NO. 
20 * 12¥%c 
21 ~ ieee 
21a ~ 
24 “ 37 4c 
25 ” ae 
3t 1874-80 4c 
33 — 
34 “ 2%e 
35 “12}4c 
36 - ae 
398 ‘< “pranc”’ 
40 1880 Ic 
4! ~ 2c 
ie 5c 
ae 10c 
44 “ 12% 
Ry 20c 
as 2 25¢ 
47 “ec 30C 
a05 1875 12%c 
sto)60OU ““-—s afr on 37% 
atx 1876 Ic 
Wag: 2c 
bs 4c 
— - 5c 
Ra roc 
a16 “ 12%c 
s16a “ 12%c 
Spall 25c 
a18 “ sfron 37%c 
s23 «1378 #8 20¢ 
— 2c 
148 1881 30C 
mst 1882 4c 
aed roc 
as 30c 
161 1883 sfr 
164 1891-93 20Cc 
165 if 25¢ 
166 7 30C 
s67 1“ 37%c 
168 +4 50c 
569 ifr 
MACAO, 
68 1898 1a 
69 se 2a 
qo 4a 
q" 4 8a 
73 =: 266 
3.C<“‘ Oe 


NEW. 


USED: | 
| CAT. NO, 


25 


1.50 
35 
6 
00 


25 
25 
25 


20,00 


| 52 


38 


40 
41 
42 
44 


14! 
142 
143 
144 


146 


SI aL Ww 


192 
193 
194 
195 


46 1 
47 


49 
50 
51 





MADEIRA. 
NEW. 

1898 5r 4 
wee 6 
“oe 8 
- om 12 
“. 9Sr 20 
“  150r 50 

MONACO. 

1891-97 25¢ 

NICARAGUA. 
1869-71 © 5¢ 75 
PARAGUAY. 

1870 3r 5.00 
1878 5c on 3r 8.00 
PORTUGAL. 

1898 1or 4 
“ gsr 6 
ae 15 
>: 25 
“ 100F 30 
” eee 35 
PORTUGUESE AFRICA, 

1898 ror 4 
7 7 Sa 6 
7. ee 18 
“  100Fr 25 
PORTUGUESE INDIA. 

1898 or 12 
. rt 18 
a at 25 
‘“ 4t 30 

TIMOR. 
898 1a 4 
‘6 2a 6 
‘é 4a 8 
n 8a 15 
wie 18 
_ oe 25 
we” 50 


DANISH West INDIES. 
(Re-written.) 








—--> 


ehh 





1855-67 Wmkd Crown 

Yellowish paper. Yellow Burelage. | 

CAT. NO. NEW. USED. 
1 Ar 3c dark carmine, 


brown gum, 4.00 3.00 
a. 3c dark carmine, 





yellow gum, 10.00 4.00 
» “ gers 2.00 50 
a. 3c Carmine rose 6.00 2.00 
1872 Perf. 12%. 
3 At 3c carmine 3:00 2,00 
a. 3c rose 3.00 2.00 
Without Burelage. 
4 Ar 4c dull blue 6.50 6.50 
a. Imperforate 
b. Imp. vertically 
1873-96 Perf. 13% 


White Wove Paper, Varying from 


Thin to Thick. 


5 Aa tic green and 
brown red 25 5 


a.1c green and 


rose lilac 1.00 15 | 


b. 1c green and 

red violet 40 10 
c. 1c green & viol’t 5.00 
d. 1c green & claret 1.00 20 
e. 1c green and 


red brown 75 10 

6 Az 3cblue&carmine 40 3 
a. 3c dull blue and 

rose 1.00 20 
b. 3c dull blue and 

red 1.00 8 


c. 3c blueandlake 50 10 
4c brownand dull 
blue 12 12 
a. 4c brown and 
bright blue 25 2 
b. 4c dark brown and 
ultramarine 1.00 
5c greenandgray 35 
a. 5c green and dark 


gray 75 I 


“ 


7 


is) 
oom ° 


8 “é 


on 





CAT. NO. NEW. 


9 Az 7c lilacandorange 50 

a. 7clilac and 
yellow 1.00 

1o “ roc blue and 

brown 5° 

a. roc blue and 
black brown 1.50 

b. period between 
tandsof cents 2.00 

1x “ r2c green and red 
lilac 22 

a. r2c green and 
lilac 1.00 

12 “ 14c lilac and green 
12.00 


13 “soc bright purple 90 
a. 5oc dull purple 2.00 


el 
re, 
<<} 


tis 








RY 





USED 


5° 


1.00 


10 
5° 
20 
1,00 


12.00 


kare 
> we 


74 
‘ 


A4 


1887. 
14 Az 1c on 7c lilac 
and orange 60 
a. 1c on 7c lilac 
and yellow 60 
b. double surcharge 
| 1895 
15 A4 10 on Soc dull 
purple 30 30° 
a 10 on soc bright 
purple 50 5° 
Perf. 13 x 12%. 
1898-1900. 
16 Az 1c green and red 
violet 50 15 
17 “ gcblueandlake *6 ‘2 
18 “ sc greenand gray 1.00 25 
1901 
tg “ 4c blue and brown 
20 ‘‘ roc blue andbrown 18 8 
. 5 
21 As ic light green 3 2 
22 “ sc light blue 10 3 
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CHEAP SETS. 


CAT. NO. NEW, USED, CAT. NO, NEW. USED, 
96 Azores 1898, com- 757 Portuguese Africa, 
plete 8 1.25 1898, complete 8 85 
248 Danish West Indies 763 Portuguese India 4 15 
5 25 | 764 Portuguese India 
53t Macao 1898, com- 1898, complete 8 1.00 
plete 8 1.00] 921 Timor 1898, 4 15 
754 Portugal, 1898 com- 922 = ‘* com- 
plete, 8 1.00 plete 8 1.00 


Communications. 


EDITOR AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 

Dear Sir: Iwas greatly interested in the discovery of the two new 
Post Office Department envelopes, the 3c. black on blue and the 3c. blue on 
blue, size 8, chronicled on page 20 of the January number of the “A. J. of P.” 
It seems to me, however, that your mention of size 7 in the same para- 
graph is likely to lead to the impression that this size, too, is a new discovery; 
which is not at allso, as both of them, as well as severel others in smaller 
sizes, were listed in the work prepared by Messrs. Tiffany, Bogert & Rechert 
(No. 1528 and 1531) as well as in your own “Catalogue for Advanced Collec- 
tors ( Nos. 2528 and 2531). 

The “ peculiar thing about these envelopes” bearing “‘ the watermark of 
the Plimpton manufacture” is easily explained by the fact that they were 
issued in 1875 and 1876, when the regular Plimpton watermark (B) was used 
on all envelopes, both regular and official; the special watermark for the Post 
Office Department (D) not having been adopted until 1877. 

All of the Post Office Department envelopes on blue paper bore the 
New York return card in the upper left hand corner, as you state these new 
discoveries do, and, in this connection, may it not prove uninteresting to 
state that those on amber paper were intended exclusively for correspondence 
relating to Canadian money orders, and bear, in heavy type in the upper left 
corner; “ M. O. B.” and below that “canapian.” Across the entire left 


end, is:—‘‘ If not called for in 30 days, return to the—Postmaster at the U.S. 
International— Exchange Post Office at—Buffalo, N. Y.,” (the last line read- 
ing “ Buffalo,” “ Detroit,” “‘ New York ” or wherever the business originated, ) 


in four lines. 

In the case of the envelopes on white paper all that I have ever seen 
bore “ Registered Business” in the upper left corner, and “ New York City” 
for the lower line of the address. 

I had supposed that these facts were generally known but it may be that 
they will be of interest to some of your readers, 

Sincerely yours, 
Gro. L, Toppan. 





| aan 
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Birmingham Philatelic Society. 


January 9.—Lantern Display by Mr. J. A. Margoschis. 
Messrs. M. H. Hasley, C. J. Biggar, L. Lloyd, A. F. Clarke, C. Cervigon, 
G. E. Petty, C. B. James and W. M. F. Mellor were unanimously elected 
members. 

Votes of thanks were ordered to be entered on the minutes to the Rev. 
W. N. Usher and Capt. E. F. Wurtele for valuable contributions to the Library 
and to the Permanent Collection ; to Messrs. R. Reid, C. T. Reed, A. H. 
Stamford, G. W. Martin, G. L. Edwards, F. J. Dunaul, J. M. Bartels for 
contributions toLibrary ; and to Mr. G. Bridsman for his to the Permanent 
Collection. These were in addition to a number of smaller contributions 
which were gratefully accepted. 

Some members have adopted a very useful method of adding to our col- 
lection by contributing a country as fully as they can, but in some instances 
they have only sent the varieties for which spaces were provided in the former 
editions of the Imperial although they were quite willing to send the others 
and did so when they learned of the alteration that had been made. 

We may therefore say that we have the latest editions of Gibbons’ 
Imperial and that they have been enlarged so as to include practically every 
variety mentioned in the catalogue, over 25,000 being provided in the two 
volumes. 

Mr. J. A. Margoschis then gave a display of a large number of stamps by 
means of the Aphengscope—an apparatus for reflecting the stamps on to a 
screen, of course in their natural colors. The paper was divided into three 
sections: (1) The Picturesque, pretty and plentiful. (2) Magnified Minor 
Monstrosities. (3) Forgeries ; and was heartily appreciated by the audience 
which including a considerable number of the fair sex. 

January 14,15, 16,17. LZxhibition, at the rooms of the Birmingham 
and Midland Institute. 

This was by far the most brilliant social philatelic display ever held in 
the Midlands. Only the stamps of Great Britain and her Colonies, were 
shown, but every colony was included. The display was made up from the 
collections of Messrs. Hollick, Peck, Pimm, Davis, Sparrow, Vaughton, 
Stephenson, Wadams, Margoschis and Johnson and was shown in the 
Society's cases. The great rarities were purposely omitted but to thousands 
who passed through the room it was a marvel of rare stamps. Many of the 
City aldermen, councillors and officials took great interest in the exhibition 
and we found that many of them had collections, in some case dating back 
twenty or thirty years. The room was crowded the whole of the four eve- 
nings and the show was so much appreciated all around that it may be invi- 
dious to pick out any particular exhibits that Mr. Sparrow's Capes, Mr. Peck s 
New Zealands, Mr. Vaughton’s Ceylons, Mr. Hollick’s South Australias and, 
last but not least, Mr. Pimm’s West Indians were the best. 

However much the visitors appreciated the stamps certainly the helpers 
enjoyed themselves.. The whole of the committe, assisted by other members, 
attended each evening and “took turns”’ in showing stamps viewing scien- 
tific exhibits, attending Sullivan’s Opera ‘‘ H. M. S. Pinafore,” and dancing 
in the Toun Hall, which had been connected with the Institute by means of 


atemporary corridor. Indeed so pleasant and successful was it that everyone 
wished it might be an annual affair. 





























































































































































































The Collectors Club, 


The seventy-seventh meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the 
club house on Monday evening, February 10, 1902. 

Present : Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Calman, Low, Luff and Scott. 

In the absence of the Secretary, Mr. Luff was appointed Secretary 
pro tem. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. The 
Secretary also read a number of communic&tions. 

The Treasurer's report, showing a cash balance in bank of $529.04, 
exclusive of the $1,000 bond, was read and accepted. The Treasurer also 
read several communications. 

The names of Alvah Davison and August Lehman, Jr., were dropped 
from the rolls for non-payment of dues. 

A vote of thanks was extended to Mr. P. M. Wolsieffer for the gift of a 
bound volume of priced auction catalogues. Mr. H. L. Calman also pre- 
sented the club library with an edition de luxe copy of the “ Postage Stamps 
of the United States” by J. N. Luff, for which the Governors extended their 
thanks. 

The report of the House Committee was read and accepted. 

The Committee on new club house reported that negotiations for the 
house at No. 128 East 28th Street had not been successful and that we would 
not be able to obtain that buiJding at present. On motion of Mr. H. L. 
Calman, seconded by Mr. Bruner, the Treasurer was authorized to sign the 
renewal for one year of the lease of the present club house. 

On motion of Mr. Calman, seconded by Mr. Luff, Messrs. Low and 
Scott were appointed a committee to devise a medal for the club and to have 
a die made. 

A communication was received from the American Collectors Company 
offering the following medals for competitive exhibits of stamps, to be held 
under the auspices of the Collectors Club : 

One gold medal for the best general collection of stamps mounted in a 
printed album. 

One silver medal for the second best general collection. 

One bronze medal for the third best. 

One silver medal for the best collection of the stamps of Japan. 

One bronze medal for the second best collection of the stamps of that 
country. 

This offer was accepted with thanks. It was decided that the com- 
petition for general collections should be held at the club house in March 
and that for Japan in April, the exact dates to be fixed subse quenily.* 

Mr. Scott called attention to the proposition to have a subscription 
dinner under the auspices of the club at Delmonico’s or some similar establish- 
ment, at an estimatedicost of $5 per plate. On motion duly seconded, a com- 
mittee was appointed to attend to the details of the dinner, the committee 
consisting of the President and Messrs. Scott and Luff. 

The name of Mr. A. R. Frey having been posted for membership the 
required length of time, was duly balloted upon and he was declared to have 
been unanimously elected a subscribing member. 

Adjourned at 1o P. M. 

Joun N. Lurr, Secretary pro tem. 


*NoTE.—March 29th has been selected as the date for the first of these competitions, 











Now Ready for Delivery. 


The Postage Stamps 


OF THE 


United States, 


By JOHN WN. LUFF. 


The most complete and elaborate history yet 
published of the adhesive postal issues of the 
United States Post Office Department, as weli 
as the prcvisional issues by Postmasters and 
the semi-official Carriers’ £tamps. 


The book is the result of many years of study and 
research. Its author is widely known as an advanced 
collector and philatelic expert. Since its appearance as a 
serial in the American Journal of Philately, the work has 
been thoroughly revised and brought upto date. Many of 
the earlier chapters have been entirely rewritten and much 
new material has been added to the work. Expense has 
not been spared in seeking matter to add to the interest of 
the book and likewise, in its mechanical production. 

The book will contain over 400 pages, small quarto- 
size. There will be two editions: 

A regular edition, on fine paper, bound in cloth. 

An edition de luxe, limited to 50 copies, signed by 
the author, on hand-made linen paper, bound in half 
morocco. 


PRICES: 


RECULAR EDITION, $5.00 
EDITION DE LUXE, 10.00 


Scott Stamp & Coin Co., k’td., 


18 East 23rd Street, New York City. 


On May ist, 19027, the Price will be advanced to 
$7.50 for the Regular Edition, and 
$15.00 for the Edition de Luxe. 

























Scott Stamp & Coin Go., 


LIMITED. 


18 EAST 23rd STREET, ) 
-NEW YORK. 
183 BROADWAY, 


1204 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


FEBRUARY BARCAINS. 


Stamps marked (*) are used. 


Bulgaria, Unpaid, rg01, 10s ; O5 


Crete, 1902, 251 blue and black surcharge 09 
Danish West Indies, 1902, 2c on 3¢ 10 
o - ” “8c on roc 40 
Dominican Republic, 1902, 1c. , 02 
" ” 2c 04 

me ' 5c : : 9 

3 roc ' 18 

7 " oe .20 

‘ ie * 20¢ ' .35 

” SOG, . 85 
*French Offices in China, Unpaid, 1901, 5¢ .03 
eg mx ° “* "E *'* 30¢ 05 
Boe * e ag . ” 3¢e 06 
a, “ - 30C 12 
Pk eee ¥: * 23 % “> gee 20 
Nicaragua, 1902, 5c lithographed .08 
Unpaid, 1901, 10c ‘ | 20 
Philippine Islands, 1901, 6c 12 
e % “ . Unpaid, 3c : 10 
Servia, 1901, 10 on 20p. ; ' .08 








ii ¢é 


15 on Ip : ; d , .08 


10 per cent. discount on single stamps. 


